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Start anywhere on the route, visit, stay  
and enjoy ethnic foods of the region!

Points of Interest
1 Denver 
2 Colorado Springs
3 Florence
4 Pueblo (Steelworks Center of the West)
5 Walsenburg
6 Ludlow Memorial
7 Trinidad
8 Cokedale
9 Segundo
10 Stonewall
11 Monument Lake Resort
12 Cuchara
13 La Veta
14 Alamosa
15 Villa Grove (Orient Mine)
16 Salida 
17 Monarch
18 Crested Butte (Mining Museum)
19 Gunnison 
20 Blue Mesa Reservoir
21 Redstone (Historical Society)
22 Glenwood Springs
23 Vail
24 Georgetown
25 Idaho Springs

Mines of the Colorado Fuel and Iron 
Company and other areas of interest 
For specific locations and info, visit www.canyoudigit.org.

Site of Steelworks Center of the West

Alternative Routes        and 
Break the trip up into sections! Routes are listed below.
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Green Route 
Route Length: Short 
Estimated Trip Time: 120 Miles, 2.5 hours without stops  
           (from Walsenburg, round trip) 
Sites to see along the way: 

Mine sites in the area include: 
 
Red Route 
Route Length: Medium 
Estimated Trip Time: 300 miles, 5 hours without stops 
Sites to see along the way: 

Mine sites in the area include:

Blue Route 
Route Length: Long 
Estimated Trip Time: 800 miles, 15 hours without stops 
Sites to see along the way:

 
Mine sites in the area include:  

These are the recommended routes to take for the best Can You Dig It experiences:

Walsenburg Mining Museum
Ludlow Memorial
Trinidad Mining Museum
Trinidad State Park
Cokedale Coke Ovens

Rock formations at  
  Stonewall
Monument Lake
Spanish Peaks
Cuchara Pass

Steelworks Center of the West  
Lake Pueblo and Liberty Point 
Walsenburg Mining Museum 
Walsen Mine Powerhouse ruins 
Spanish Peaks 
Great Sand Dunes 
San Luis Valley 
Sangre de Cristo mountains

San Juan mountain range 
UFO Watchtower 
Valley View Hot Springs
Poncha Pass 
Salida Museum 
Royal Gorge  
Royal Gorge Museum
Florence Pioneer Museum

Walsen Tobasco Toller Berwind Primero

Walsen
Orient

Brookside
Chandler

Fremont
Rockvale

Coal Creek 

Steelworks Center of the West 
Lake Pueblo and Liberty Point
Walsenburg Mining Museum
Ludlow Memorial
Trinidad Mining Museum
Trinidad State Park
Cokedale Coke Ovens
Rock formations at Stonewall
Monument Lake
Spanish Peaks
Cuchara Pass

Monarch Pass
Crested Butte Mountain 
Heritage Museum
Blue Mesa Reservoir
Black Canyon of the Gunnison
Redstone Castle
Dillon Reservoir
Eisenhower Tunnel
Royal Gorge 
Royal Gorge Museum
Florence Pioneer Museum

Brookside
Chandler
Fremont
Rockvale
Coal Creek  

Walsen
Tobasco
Toller
Berwind
Primero

Orient
Crested Butte
Anthracite
Floresta
Jokerville

Redstone  
  Coke ovens

Please note that these are suggested routes, suggested sites and suggested mines. Some areas may be on private property and/or not 
accessible. Do not enter onto private property without first obtaining the landowner’s permission.  Please do not enter the mines. 
Steelworks Center of the West and it’s partnering organizations are not liable for any injuries sustained.

WAIVER/RELEASE OF LIABILITY FOR SELF-PARTICIPATION AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK
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Can You 
Dig it?

About Colorado Fuel and Iron Co.

Share your stories with others doing the tour using 
#CanYouDigIt on Facebook,Twitter and Instagram!

Steelworks Center of the West
Steelworks Center of the West is the repository for the 
nationally recognized Colorado Fuel and Iron Company 
(CF&I) Collection. Within the collection is a wealth 
of primary materials available for history education 
programs. 
CF&I was the first integrated steel mill west of the 
Mississippi River, beginning with the development of 
the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad in 1872 and the 
first steel production in 1880. At one time, CF&I was 
the largest private landowner and the largest employer 
in Colorado. CF&I mines and mining towns operated 
throughout the West, and the firm owned subsidiary 
companies ranging from Massachusetts to California.
The Steelworks Museum is housed in the former CF&I 
Medical Dispensary, built in 1901. 
The museum features exhibits related to all facets of CF&I 
and related industries’ impacts on the American West. 
CF&I was a strong force in the development of the history 
of Pueblo and Southern Colorado. 
Steelworks Center of the West provides continuing 
education to the public through the preservation of 
historic archives, artifacts and buildings of the Colorado 
Fuel and Iron Company (CF&I), and related activities 
leading to the industrialization of the entire Western 
United States.  The Steelworks Center accomplishes this 
by providing Kindergarten through post-graduate level 
educational programming, and by collecting, preserving 
and exhibiting collections of the steel and mining 
industry, Pueblo, Colorado’s Bessemer neighborhood, and 
the contributions and impacts working families in those 
industries made in the Industrial West.

Orient Land Trust
The Orient Mine, active from 1880 through 1932, was the 
largest producer of iron ore in Colorado, having produced 
about two million tons of limonite. It is believed that the 
name Orient came from the Old French word meaning 
east (rising sun), since the mine is located on the eastern 
side of the San Luis Valley.
The Orient Mine had two associated town sites - one 
in the upper area in the early years and the lower town 
site which was active in the early 1900’s. Today nothing 
remains of the towns except stories and a few foundations.
At its peak, the town of Orient had a population of more 
than 400, supporting a library, barber shop, school, two 
restaurants, a boarding house for 300, a saloon, a milling 
company and other small businesses including a supplier 
of work clothing.
Today, the Orient Mine is significant because for the 
last forty years or so it has been home to nearly 250,000 
migratory bats. Bats were first documented at the Orient 
Mine in 1967 and have played a vital role in the chemical- 
and pesticide-free agriculture of the Valley. The Orient 
Mine is a designated Colorado Natural Area and Colorado 
Division of Wildlife Watchable Wildlife site.
Access to the interior of the Orient Mine is currently 
prohibited due to White Nose Syndrome, a fungus that 
severely disrupts the sleeping pattern of hibernating bats 
to the point of colony collapse. White Nose Syndrome has 
not been found in Orient Mine as it does not, so far, affect 
migratory bats, but the Orient Mine is also home to five 
or six populations of hibernating bats. OLT’s voluntary 
closure of the mine is part of similar closures throughout 
the American West to prevent the spread of this disease.

Crested Butte
The town of Crested Butte sits at an elevation of 8,885 feet 
and was incorporated in 1880. Though rich in coal deposits, 
Crested Butte was initially a supply town for surrounding 
hard rock mining camps.  The Denver & Rio Grande Railroad 
(D&RG) connected this isolated valley with the wider world. 
Following the silver crash 1893, coal became the primary 
industry. 
The first coal mine, opened in 1881 by the Colorado Coal 
& Iron Company (CC&I), was named the Crested Butte 
Mine and is now known as the Jokerville Mine. In 1884, 
an explosion caused the death of 61 workers and the mine 
closed. The largest coal mine, the Big Mine, operated from 
1894 to 1952 and was owned by Colorado Fuel and Iron 
Company (CF&I). At its peak, the Big Mine employed 400 
men and produced 1,000 tons of coal a day. Today, Crested 
Butte is known for its recreational opportunities, creative arts 
scene and rich local history. It is home to the oldest mountain 
bike club in the word, the Crested Butte Mountain Bike 
Association (CBMBA), which has established over 450 miles 
of single track since its founding in 1983. 
In 2015, Crested Butte became a Colorado Creative District 
to support and promote the local creative economy.  Crested 
Butte was designated a National Historic District in 1974, 
preserving the Town’s architectural character dating back to 
the 1880s. The Crested Butte Mountain Heritage Museum is 
located in the heart of Crested Butte’s historic district. 
Its mission is “to preserve and share the uniquely diverse 
cultural history of the Gunnison Valley. We make the past 
a living part of the future.” Exhibits, tours and educational 
programming cover a wide range of local history, including 
CF&I and mining history.

Redstone Historical Society
John Cleveland Osgood, founder of CF&I, established 
Redstone as a model village at the turn of the 20th century to 
demonstrate the company’s new concept of town planning 
and labor-management program of welfare capitalism, best 
identified as industrial paternalism. Redstone was the gem of 
the new CF&I towns built in the early 1900s. Today, it is one 
of a few extant model villages of its kind in the nation.
A flourishing community by 1903, the village provided 
housing for the cokers, the men who worked the 250 
“beehive” brick coke ovens across the river, and their families. 
The ovens processed the coal from the Coalbasin mine above, 
producing up to 11,000 tons of top grade coke a month, 
which was shipped by rail to the steel mill at Pueblo.
The Redstone Inn housed the bachelor employees, while 
more than 85 individually designed, colorfully painted 
cottages, each with electricity and running water, showcased 
CF&I’S commitment to provide superior living conditions for 
employees. Osgood constructed his own palatial residence a 
mile above the village, with decor and furnishings befitting 
the luxurious lifestyle of “The Fuel King of the West.”  
By 1909, as demand for coke plummeted, CF&I abandoned 
the mine and ovens, leaving the village in isolation. An active 
community again today, Redstone’s history still beckons. 
Many of the original cottages remain as reminders of the 
industrial past. The Redstone Museum, the former miners’ 
lamp house at Coalbasin, houses artifacts from the area’s 
mining days. Restored coke ovens provide an informative 
glimpse into their former usage and productivity. Tours of 
Osgood’s elegant manor, the Redstone Castle, offer intriguing 
stories of the village’s illustrious founder and his ambitious 
vision of industrial betterment. 

Historic Mining Tressles at the Orient Mine.  
Photo/Randy Schultz.

Redstone Coke Ovens, restored in 2014.
Photo/Redstone Historical Society.

The Steelworks Museum is housed in the former CF&I 
Medical Dispensary, built in 1901.  Photo/Steelworks.

Visit our websites:
Steelworks Center of the West www.steelworks.us 

Redstone Historical Society www.redstonecolorado.com
Crested Butte crestedbuttemuseum.com

Orient Land Trust www.olt.org

This project funded by:

Crested Butte Mining Museum. 
Photo/Suzette Gainous.

 A self-guided driving tour 
to discover Colorado’s proud 

industrial past and learn 
about people and the history 
of coal and iron ore mining, 
transforming coal into fuel 

in coke ovens, and steel 
manufacturing in Colorado.

The Colorado Fuel and Iron Company (CF&I) 
served as the first vertically integrated steel mill 
west of the Mississippi River. As a vertically 
integrated mill, CF&I controlled all of the 
necessary natural resources to produce steel. 

This new style of management involved the 
company owning and controlling all methods 
of acquisition, production, transportation and 
distribution of its products to consumers.

Throughout the late 19th and 20th century, 
CF&I grew to own natural resources in more 
than 60 coal mines, iron-ore mines, fluorite and 
manganese, limestone and dolomite quarries 
spread throughout the Front Range. 

It took thousands of employees to operate such a 
massive company, and for many years CF&I was 
the state’s largest private employer. Such families 
lived in company provided homes, shopped 
at the Colorado Supply Company store, were 
educated in company-dominated schools, and 
were treated by company doctors.

The diminishing demand for coal, compounded 
by changes in steel making methods,  eventually 

led to the end of many of CF&I’s mining 
company towns. Equipment and resources that 
could be scavenged from the mining towns were 
removed and sold or moved to a larger town 
when a mine closed. 

The last of CF&I’s coal mines closed in 1983. 
Today the remains of most of the towns consist 
of abandoned foundations.  
On the map, you will see       . This symbol 
represents some (but not all) of the mines and 
other areas once handled by CF&I. 

A few of the mines worth mentioning:

 
 
Please note that the majority of these mine sites 
are now on private property. More information 
about the mines and other areas can be found 
online at www.canyoudigit.org.

Coal Creek 
Rockvale 
Brookside 
Fremont 
Chandler
Crested Butte 
Floresta 

Anthracite 
Jokerville
Morley
Berwind
Tobasco
Toller 
Orient

Primero 
Redstone 
Sopris
Walsen
Cameron
Robinson
Frederick
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